
September 27, 2015

BE STRONG & COURAGEOUS THROUGH GOD’S 
PRESENCE 

You are of God, little children, and have overcome them, because He who is in 
you is greater than he who is in the world (1 John 4:4).

Do you want to find strength and courage to drive away your 
feeling of inadequacy and fear? You can find that courage in God. 
His promises drive our fears away, and His word sets us up to live a 
successful, prosperous life for Him. Today, let’s return to that which 
God told Joshua in Joshua chapter one, where we will find one more 
secret to find strength and courage.

God’s presence drives the fear away.
Notice what God said to Joshua in Joshua 1:9:

Have I not commanded you? Be strong and of good courage; do not be 
afraid, nor be dismayed, for the LORD your God is with you wherever you go.
God specifically says, “Do not be afraid.” The word afraid means 

terrified. The ESV translates it, “frightened.” Further, Joshua was not 
to be dismayed. The word means shattered or broken down. God is 
telling Joshua not to feel afraid or defeated. Joshua’s response 
might be, “How do I not feel that way?”. Here’s how: “the LORD your 
God is with you wherever you go.”

That’s it: God’s presence takes away the fear. That same promise 
is made to New Testament Christians. John writes: “He who is in 
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you is greater than he who is in the world” (1 John 4:4). Jesus 
promises, “I am with you always, even to the end of the age” (Mat. 
28:20).

Joshua had no need to feel overwhelmed as long as he was in 
God’s presence. God demonstrated (through the words He used) 
that He understood Joshua’s concerns. Then, God assured Joshua 
that He wasn’t going anywhere. If Joshua lost God’s presence, it 
would be because Joshua moved.

Are you in God’s presence? I’m talking about the abiding 
presence of God that is the state of fellowship with Him. Those who 
follow and obey God have the assurance that “God abides in [them], 
and [they abide] in God” (1 John 4:15). Find the courage and the 
strength that are only available in God.

The courage that God gives to Joshua encourages us to be 
strong. The problem is, neither you nor I can know that strength. 
That is, I can’t know it alone.

- Robert Hatfield (thelightnetwork.tv)

Have I not commanded you? Be strong and of good 
courage; do not be afraid, nor be dismayed, for the LORD 

your God is with you wherever you go. - Joshua 1:9
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