
June 21, 2015

THE CHURCH OF CHRIST 
Within five minutes of the Bear Valley church building, you will find 

Atonement Lutheran, Landmark Tabernacle, Bear Valley Church of God of 
Prophesy, Bear Valley Fellowship, Christ Congregational Church, Hope 
Crossing Church, and Light of Christ of Anglican.  Expand the search by just a 
mile or so and that number increases quite a lot.  For the casual passerby, who 
observes our plain, ordinary facilities, they likely consider us just another in a 
series of churches or denominations.  In fact, to them, the words are exact 
synonyms.  Were they to visit each of the churches listed, including us, these 
observers would conclude that we all share a certain number of things in 
common while each having uniquenesses that set us apart.  Their deduction 
from this would run the gamut of perplexity, amusement, curiosity, 
inquisitiveness, and even, perhaps, disdain and hostility.  When we all meet in 
large, four-walled edifices with foundations and roofs, with classrooms, an 
auditorium, some sort of rostrum, a foyer, and even some type of baptistery or 
“font.”  So, just seeing us from the road or even stepping inside of our building 
is not enough to tell them who we really are.

If we are serious about the belief that we are trying to be the church of the 
New Testament, pre-denominational, and apart from Catholic or Protestant 
ancestry, what is our responsibility?  What is our responsibility to God, one 
another, and the culture at large?  Are there principles or precepts that should 
guide us in seeking to be faithful to the pattern the Lord left for His church to 
follow?  If so, here are some priorities we must emphasize:

Identity.  Are we known to our neighbors, friends, co-workers, and family? If 
so, what are we known for? A deacon here recently related a conversation his 
boss made about her nephew, who she contemptuously related was a member 
of the “church of Christ,” an “ultraconservative” group that “doesn’t believe in 
instruments and women preachers.”  Certainly, her statement said a lot about 
her, but is that how we want to be identified?  What I mean is, when someone 

SERVICE ROSTER

Week of June 21, 2015

Sunday
Announcements TBA
Singing G. Kendrick
Table & Giving G. Wiggins
Assisting R. Wilson

M. Sizemore
J. Macon
S. Nagy

Sermon AM L. Snow
Sermon PM Singing
Closing Prayer F. Youngblood
Counting R. Wilson

Wednesday

Invitation VBS
Invitation Song VBS
Prayer VBS

RECORDS - June 14, 2015

Sunday AM 60                    
Sunday PM 44                   
Wednesday 52                   

WARM SPRINGS ROAD CHURCH OF CHRIST
4765 Warm Springs Road

Columbus, GA 31909
WEBSITE: www.wsrcoc.com
TWITTER: @wsrcoc
EMAIL: wsrcoc@gmail.com 
CHURCH OFFICE: 706-563-3060
LEE SNOW (MINISTER): 478-733-8414
AL CONTACT: Mike Foley - 706-289-7653
GA CONTACT: Greg Wiggins - 706-464-3830

SCHEDULE:
Sun. 9:30AM - Bible Class              

     10:30AM - Worship                  
1:00PM - Worship                      

Wed. 7:00PM - Bible Class             
Mon.-Thu. 9:AM-2PM - Office Hours           

CHURCH NEWS & NOTES

• Millard Snow - Hospice has been 
called in. 

• Rebekah Martin - Suffered a stroke.
• Norman Beach - Underwent surgery 

on Thursday and is recovering.
• Geraldine W. - Having difficulty with 

her arthritis recently. 
• Dan Sizemore - In St. Francis 

hospital after suffering a stroke. 
• VBS - THIS WEEK! - Monday-

Wednesday (6:30PM-8:00PM)
• Please fill out a Directory Update 

Form if you have not already!
• Continue to remember Tina 

Copeland, Forrest, Pat Campbell, 
Margaret Hines, Geraldine Wilkins, 
June Poyner, Dot Debice, OP Boling 
and the sick and shut-ins in prayer. 

http://www.wsrcoc.com
mailto:wsrcoc@gmail.com
http://www.wsrcoc.com
mailto:wsrcoc@gmail.com


thinks of the church of Christ, wouldn’t we rather be known for what we do 
believe in and what we are for?  Remarkably, Jesus impresses His disciples 
with this command: “”A new commandment I give to you, that you love one 
another, even as I have loved you, that you also love one another. By this all 
men will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another” (John 
13:34-35).  The early church exemplified this (see Acts 2:42-47).  Their loving 
way did not make them popular of universally beloved.  That is not the goal of 
discipleship or the intention of our Savior (see Matthew 10:37), but we are to 
demonstrate love.

Authority.  To the untrained eye who visits our assemblies, the male 
leadership, the a cappella singing, the every-week-observance of the Lord’s 
Supper, the sharing of a “plan of salvation” that necessitates baptism, and the 
like may or may not evoke serious consideration.  Elsewhere, in denominational 
churches, they will see choirs, rock bands, “tongue-speaking,” women 
preachers, babies sprinkled, priests officiating, and liturgical recitations (maybe 
in a different language).  The thrust of evangelism, not to mention a periodic, 
thoughtful explanation of why we do what we do in worship and teaching, is to 
explain why we do (or don’t do) what we do (or don’t do).  Essentially, it boils 
down to the principle spelled out in Colossians 3:17: “Whatever you do in word 
or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks through Him to God 
the Father.”  He has all authority (Mat. 28:18).  He is the head of the church 
(Eph. 1:22; 5:23). He guided His apostles into all truth (John 14:26; 16:13).  
Thus, our concerted, ongoing effort is to honor and submit to His will wherever 
He specifies a matter (cf. 2 Pet. 1:3).  If He has specified it, we do it exactly and 
only that way.  If He has not specified it, we use our best judgment and the most 
expedient way to carry it out.

Practicality.  Synonyms might be “applicable,” “relevant,” or “relatable.” Our 
mission, first of all, is to enact the truth of God’s word in our everyday lives. This 
is a matter of example or influence.  Many a member of the body has given the 
Head a black eye by not following what the church teaches we believe.  Our 
mission is also a matter of trying to build a bridge to the community around us.  
In matters that do not equate to “right and wrong,” can we establish rapport? To 
the extent that we do not violate Scriptural principles like modesty and decency, 

SERMON PREVIEW
10:30 AM - LIVING A SOUND LIFE

There are always extremes in life, but Paul calls us to a life of balance using himself as the 
illustration. 

1:00 PM - SINGING

does our dress make it easier or harder for us to reach others? So long as 
their message is biblical and fulfill the criteria of psalms, hymns, and spiritual 
songs, do our songs’ melodies and words help “outsiders,” younger members, 
and new Christians understand His Word and will? Or do they need an lexicon 
for archaic words? Do our Bible School materials, tracts, bulletin boards, and 
visual aids seem 21st Century or like a first edition work of Gutenberg’s press? 
It is possible that there are some who pant for every new, trendy, shiny thing 
that comes along, hoping it will lure the unsuspecting unchurched one into our 
midst.  That extreme should not drive us to be obtuse or mysterious in 
terminology, outmoded in approach, and outlandish in frugality or form.  To be 
clownish or undignified is unacceptable, but neither should we be cold or 
unnatural.

This is not the irreducible minimum, the end all of the discussion.  But, if we 
will take who we are, whose we are, and who we are here for seriously, the 
uniqueness of simple, New Testament Christianity will shine through us and 
cause us to impact our community and our world for Christ.  Isn’t that what we 
should desire?

- Neal Pollard (preacherpollard.wordpress.com)
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