CHURCH NEWS & NOTES

- Dan Sizemore - In St. Francis
hospital after suffering a stroke.

+ VBS - NEXT WEEK! - We still need
any boxes, toilet paper rolls and air
mattresses that you might have.

* June Bug - June 19-20 - More
information on the bulletin board.

+ Continue to remember Tina
Copeland, Forrest, Pat Campbell,
Margaret Hines, Geraldine Wilkins,
June Poyner, Dot Debice, OP Boling
and the sick and shut-ins in prayer.

SERVICE ROSTER

Week of June 14, 2015

Sunday
Announcements W. Phillips
Singing G. Kendrick
Table & Giving G. Wiggins
Assisting D. Johnson

F. Youngblood

G. McMurray

M. Folley
Sermon AM L. Snow
Sermon PM L. Snow
Closing Prayer J. Rains
Counting W. Phillips

Wednesday

Invitation L. Snow
Invitation Song F. Youngblood
Prayer J. Macon

RECORDS - June 7, 2015

Sunday AM 64
Sunday PM 30
Wednesday 36

WARM SPRINGS ROAD CHURCH OF CHRIST
4765 Warm Springs Road
Columbus, GA 31909

WEBSITE: www.wsrcoc.com
TWITTER: @wsrcoc

EMAIL: wsrcoc@gmail.com
CHURCH OFFICE: 706-563-3060

LEE SNOW (MINISTER): 478-733-8414
AL CONTACT: Mike Foley - 706-289-7653
GA CONTACT: Greg Wiggins - 706-464-3830

SCHEDULE:

Sun. 9:30AM - Bible Class
10:30AM - Worship
1:00PM - Worship

Wed. 7:00PM - Bible Class

Mon.-Thu. 9:AM-2PM - Office Hours

LIFE LINES

OF THE WARM SPRINGS ROAD CHURCH OF CHRIST

June 14, 2015

WHY THE CHURCH STRUGGLES WITH UNITY

My last post addressing the question, “Is it Time for Churches of Christ to
Fellowship Other Groups?” has sparked a great deal of discussion concerning
the issue of unity. | would like to share with you a thought about why | believe
the church struggles so much with this issue of unity.

| believe the primary reason we struggle to be unified is that we fail to
recognize that unity is as much a relational matter as it is a doctrinal matter.

1. Dismissing Doctrine

It seems half of the church emphasizes the relational side of unity and almost
entirely dismisses the doctrinal side. They say things like, “All that matters is
that we get along and are nice to each other.” But that kind of bond is superficial
and meaningless. You can have that kind of bond with fellow members of a
social club. The Lord’s church is bonded because of our shared participation in
the gospel.

2. Dismissing Relationships

The other half of the church seems to emphasize doctrine and almost entirely
dismiss the relational side of unity. They say, “All that matters is that we believe
and teach the same things.” But that kind of bond is brittle and stale. The first
person to step out of line, to any degree, is dismissed and disfellowshipped.
There is no patience, forgiveness, or grace with these folks — some of the very
traits which should characterize the Lord’s people.

3. The Biblical Balance

The truth is that unity has BOTH a doctrinal side and a relational side. Read
Paul’s instructions on Christian unity in Ephesians 4:1-6:

| therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a manner worthy of the
calling to which you have been called, with all humility and gentleness,
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with patience, bearing with one another in love, eager to maintain the unity of
the Spirit in the bond of peace. There is one body and one Spirit—just as you
were called to the one hope that belongs to your call—one Lord, one faith, one
baptism, one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all.

In order for the church to have unity, we must be unified in doctrine. We must
all be on the same page that there is one Lord, one faith, one baptism, and one
God. We must all “walk in a manner worthy of the calling.” There can be no
depth of unity and fellowship without agreement and submission to the
fundamental doctrines of the New Testament. You cannot have your faith and |
have my faith. We must be unified in the “one faith.”

But that’s not to say there is no room for weakness and struggle. Paul tells the
Ephesians to be gentle and patient with each other and to bear with one

another in love. We are still struggling to figure things out. We are still growing
and learning. We must give each other some slack and some leeway. That’s not
to say we allow sin or falsehood to go unchecked and unchallenged, but we

have to be willing to grow with other even as we are admonishing one another.
Saving the most important for last, | must say | believe the most important trait

for unity is humility. Paul says we must “walk...with all humility.” Unity in the J ' l N E 2 2 _— 2 4 2 01 5
church begins with humility in you and me. Humble people are a

teachable. Humble people listen to others. Humble people do not assume they o D)

have everything figured out. If we hope to have unity, we must begin with 6 o 3 0 P M 8 e 0 0 P M

humility. ALL AGES WELCOME!

| hope we can all move forward together. | hope we can be people who will not

dismiss the doctrinal side of unity OR the relational side of unity. | hope we will WARM SPRINGS ROAD
be a people who are biblically balanced. CHURCH OF CHRIST

- Wes McAdams (radicallychristian.com) 4765 WARM SPRINGS ROAD
COLUMBUS, GA 31909

10:30 AM - LIVING A SELF-EMPTYING LIFE !
Unity only comes through humility in the hearts of God’s people. We'll look at four examples of I I I
true, Christian humility via Philippians 2.

1:00 PM - THE SINNER’S PRAYER I H E R E
Why do so many believe the Sinner’s Prayer to be the way by which one is saved? We’ll look at

EEn
the history and major problems with this practice so we can help other people learn about Jesus.
WWW.WSRCOC.COM
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