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ALWAYS THE TRUTH 
ALWAYS IN LOVE

WELCOME TO WARM SPRINGS RD. 
FIRST TIME VISITING? 
WE WANT YOU TO FEEL COMFORTABLE AND WELCOME WITH US! IF THERE IS 
ANYTHING THAT WE CAN DO FOR YOU, PLEASE LET ONE OF OUR MEMBERS KNOW 
AND WE WILL WORK TO HELP YOU. ALSO, FEEL FREE TO PICK OUT A BOOK ON 
OUR RACK IN THE FOYER WHILE YOU ARE HERE! 

WE SEEK TO… 
WORSHIP OUR LORD IN SPIRIT AND TRUTH. 

LOVE EACH OTHER AND OUR NEIGHBORS. 
TEACH THE GOSPEL WITH LOVE. 

STAY CONNECTED WITH US DURING THE WEEK! 
WWW.WSRCOC.COM 

/WSRCOC        @WSRCOC        @WSRCOC 

WORSHIP TIMES: 
SUNDAYS - 9:30AM, 10:30AM & 1PM 

WEDNESDAYS - 7PM 

LOCATION: 
4765 WARM SPRINGS RD.  

COLUMBUS, GA 31909 

CONTACT US: 
706-563-3060 

CONTACT@WSRCOC.COM 

OFFICE HOURS: 
MONDAY-THURSDAY - 9AM-2PM
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THIS WEEK’S SERVICES 
SUNDAY 

ANNOUNCEMENTS ARNOLD WALKER                              
SINGING GARY KENDRICK                                             
LORD’S SUPPER & GIVING WILLIAM PHILLIPS                 
ASSISTING RICHARD HOLDRIDGE                                         
 GREG WIGGINS                                                          
 JIM RAINS                                                          
 DEE WALLER                                                          
SERMON (AM) LEE SNOW                                    
SERMON (PM) SINGING                                    
CLOSING PRAYER GUS MCMURRAY                               

WEDNESDAY 
INVITATION FORREST YOUNGBLOOD                                        
SINGING RAY WILSON                                             
PRAYER MICHAEL SIZEMORE                                             

LAST WEEK’S ATTENDANCE 
SUNDAY (AM) 55                                     
SUNDAY (PM) 33                                     
WEDNESDAY 39                                      

PLACING MEMBERSHIP 
Once upon a time, there was a man who fell “sort-of-in-love” 
with a woman. I say, “sort-of-in-love” because he would never 
make a commitment to her. They dated for a long time, 
enjoyed each others company, shared the same interests, had 
the same hobbies, and spent hours together every week. 
However, whenever the subject of marriage was introduced, 
the man hurriedly changed the subject. In fact, he expressed 
his belief that marriage was unnecessary. He tried to reassure 
his female friend that there wasn’t anything wrong with her, 
he just liked the freedom of single-life. He didn’t want to be 
“tied down,” and he didn’t want to have to answer to anyone 
for his actions. He wanted to come and go as he pleased and 
didn’t want to be burdened with the obligations and 
responsibilities that come with marriage. Yet at the same 
time, he wanted this woman that he was “sort-of-in-love” 
with, to continue to devote her time, energy, and attention into 
his life and to meet all of his needs. 
Likewise, once upon a time there was a Christian who began 
attending a local congregation of God’s people… 
From time to time, I hear some people express their disdain 
for the process of “placing membership” with a congregation. 
They want to visit, attend worship services, participate in 
special activities, but they don’t want to be accountable to 
anyone. They don’t want to accept responsibility for 
involvement in the local work of the congregation, and 
contribute little more than their sporadic attendance to the 
local church, yet they want the church to continue to meet all 
their needs. 
But friends, responsibility is a two-way street. We wouldn’t 
tolerate an eldership who tried to overstep their bounds and 
“shepherd” sheep from another shepherd’s flock. We would 
quickly remind these men that there’s no such thing as a 
“brotherhood eldership” or an “at-large eldership,” and that 
they are to shepherd the flock that is “among them” (1 Peter 
5:2). But now, that raises some questions: 

• If we will not tolerate a “brotherhood eldership” or an “at-

large eldership,”  then why would we be inclined to tolerate an “at-large membership?” 
• How can elders do no more and no less then shepherd the flock that is among them, when the sheep refuse to acknowledge they 

are a part of the local flock? 
• Why would Christians not want to assist the shepherds of a local church in making known to them that they are under their 

oversight? 
While I certainly understand that one should be very cautious before submitting oneself to the care of an eldership. I also understand 
that in coming to a wise and prudent decision, a certain amount of time is needed to learn about the congregation and it’s shepherds. 
However, I am also aware that there comes a time when one should submit himself, not just to a local eldership, but to the divine plan 
of God for the church. 
What do you call such a practice?  I don’t know.  We commonly refer to it as “placing membership.”  If you don’t like that, call it 
“identifying with a local church.”  If you don’t like that term either, then come up with one that adequately conveys what is taking 
place.  I’m not so much concerned about the designation we give, so long as we do it. 

- Steve Higginbotham (preachinghelp.org)

NEWS & NOTES 
PRAYER REQUESTS 

- LYNDAL SIMPSON - FAMILY MEMBER OF EWELL 
PRITCHETT (MINISTER AT BUENA VISTA) - HAS 
SUFFERED 2 STROKES OVER THE LAST FEW DAYS AND IS 
AT GRADY HOSPITAL.  

- OP BOLING - IS NOW AT LAKEWOOD NURSING HOME IN 
PHENIX CITY.  

- MABLE PERRY & FAMILY 
- LONG TERM PRAYER LIST: 

- PAT CAMPBELL, MABLE PERRY, GERALDINE 
WILKINS, THE POYNER’S, OP BOLING, ANNIE SNOW, 
EVELYN MAXWELL 

AREA EVENTS 
- MARKET DAYS - OUR NEXT DAY AT THE MARKET DAYS 

WILL BE THIS SATURDAY - MAY 14.  
- SUMMER BIBLE CAMPS - IF YOUR CHILD IS 

INTERESTED IN ATTENDING A SUMMER BIBLE CAMP 
PLEASE SEE LEE SNOW. 
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