CHURCH NEWS & NOTES

Welcome to the Warm Springs Rd.

Church of Christ!

Continue to remember Brother
Forrest, Brooke & Clark, Pat
Campbell, Margaret Hines,
Geraldine Wilkins, June Poyner,
Dot Debice, OP Boling and the
sick and shut-ins in prayer.
Please see Greg or Gus if you are
willing to assist with the worship
service in the coming weeks.
Check out the website; follow our
Twitter feed. These are very cost-
effective outreach methods, if
you'd like to help with either
please let Gus know.

SERVICE ROSTER

Week of April 5, 2015

Sunday
Opening Prayer G. Wiggins
Singing G. Kendrick
Table & Giving J.Macon
Assisting D. Johnson
R. Wilson
A Walker
M. Sizemore
Sermon AM
Sermon PM
Closing Prayer G. McMurray
Counting W. Phillips
Wednesday
Bible Study J. Rains
Invitation J. Macon
Invitation Song G. Wiggins
Prayer M. Foley

RECORDS - March 29, 2015

Sunday AM 38
Sunday PM 16
Wednesday 37
Giving $805
Budget $1500

WARM SPRINGS ROAD CHURCH OF CHRIST
4765 Warm Springs Road
Columbus, GA 31909

WEBSITE: www.wsrcoc.com

TWITTER: @wsrcoc

EMAIL: wsrcoc@gmail.com

CHURCH OFFICE: 706-563-3060
MINISTER'S CELL: Lee Snow - 478-733-8414
AL CONTACT: Mike Foley - 706-289-7653
GA CONTACT: Greg Wiggins - 706-464-3830

MEETING TIMES:

Sun. 0:30AM - Bible Class
10:30AM - Worship
1:00PM - Worship

Wed. 7.00PM - Bible Class

OFFICE HOURS (Beginning April 20th):
Monday-Thursday - 9:00AM-2:00PM

LIFE LINES

OF THE WARM SPRINGS ROAD CHURCH OF CHRIST

April 5, 2015

5 REASONS WHY | DON'T CRITICIZE THE
CHURCH OF CHRIST

| don't criticize the church of Christ. Why? Because | am head-over-heals in love with her.
The church of Christ is the Bride of Christ (Eph. 5:25-27; 2 Cor. 11.:2; Eph. 5:24), and as such He loved her
enough to die for her (Acts 20:28). | want to see her as Christ sees her. Therefore the last thing | want to
do is tarnish something Christ desires to “be holy and without blemish’ (Eph. 5:27).
The Bible likens Christ and His church to the relationship between a husband and wife (Eph. 5:22-33).
Good marriages require hard work, but the principles that make them good are simple. For example,
the husband who “cherishes” his wife (Eph. 5:29) loves her as himself and will never treat her in a way
he wouldn't want to be treated (cf. Matt. 7:12). This means:
- A good husband never publicly criticizes his wife. In fact, he looks for opportunities to build her up.
- A good husband understands that when constructive criticism is needed in a particular area, it
should be given in private.
+ A good husband views the needs of his spouse as being more important than his own needs.
- A good husband is mindful of himself because he knows that his actions reflect on his wife.
The same principles apply to the Christian and his relationship to Christ's church. If | am critical of the
church - if | force my opinions and preferences into the church - if | do not care how my actions and
teachings reflect on the church - what does that say about me? | fear for the man who must stand
before Christ in Judgment (cf. 2 Cor. 5:10) when on earth he was defined by his criticism of Christ's
Bride.
Here are five (5) reasons why | do not criticize the church of Christ:

| do not want to hurt her reputation in the eyes of the world.

The church is the “pillar and foundation of the truth” (1 Tim. 3:15), and thus evil people will always hate
her (Prov. 29:27). As such, enemies of the church already do a pretty good job smearing her reputation.
The last thing the church needs is for me to publicly point out what | think are her problems.

The world shouldn't be the place we go to for sympathy when venting our frustrations over doctrinal
disagreements. Nor should the world be our sounding board when we are hurt or disappointed by
other Christians. \When we share our problems with non-Christians rather than bringing our concerns to
the Lord and His Word (Psa. 55:22; 1 Pet. 5.7), we demonstrate a lack of faith and confidence in His care.
To avoid hurting the world's image of Christ and His people, ask yourself, “When Christians and non-
Christians alike are around me, does my influence help or hurt their image of the church of Christ?

| recognize that her problems are not her problems at all (rather, they are the result of
the people that comprise her).

There is a big difference between the man who is critical of the church of Christ herself and the man
who is critical of the sins and bad attitudes that sometimes plague God's people.
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I am highly critical of Christians who tolerate impenitent sin within the church. I hate it when Christians
develop attitudes of laziness and indifference. | fume when Christians forget their identity as the New
Testament church. But | will not confuse problems among individual Christians with Christ and His
glorious Bride. Yes, the church is comprised of imperfect people (cf. 1 Cor. 12:12), but that doesn't mean
we comprise an imperfect church. God designed His church, and He did so perfectly. She is worthy of
her Husband.

I want to build her up, not tear her down.

Like it did in the 1%t century, | want the church to "grow in favor with all the people” (Acts 2:47). So let's
shout what we like, and whisper what we dislike. Let's talk more about what is right about the church
and less of what we think is wrong. Because if we actually think there is something wrong with the
product of the “manifold wisdom of God" (Eph. 3:10), the problem lies not with the church of Christ, but
with us.

The church already has enough finger-pointing, name-calling, bad attitudes, and negativity among her
own. In this regard, the church doesn't need you. \What she does need, however, is for you to bring her
more commendation and less condemnation.

I am not a wolf in sheep's clothing (Matt. 7:15; Rom. 16:17).
There will always be the vocal few who actively promote revolution within the church. Like the
Israelites of old who wanted to be like the pagan nations around them (cf. 1 Sam. 8:20), they want the
church of Christ to be no different than the denominational churches that have already left their first
love. They are like the husband who marries a woman because of who he wants her to be, not for who
sheis.
The church of Christ is, and always will be, the church you find in the New Testament. The day she
changes will be the day she ceases to legitimately be the church of Christ. If you do not like who she is,
then why are you still here? There are plenty of other churches out there.
- Have a problem with the hierarchy of authority in the church (Acts 20:17,28; 1 Tim. 3:1ff; Tit. 1.5fF)?
Then leave.
- Have a problem with music in corporate worship that is exclusively a cappella, reciprocal,
congregation, singing (Eph. 5:19; Col. 3:16)? Then leave.
- Have a problem with not being in spiritual fellowship with those who are not first in fellowship with
God (1 John 1.7)? Then leave.
+ Have a problem with the restoration plea of simply following the New Testament (John
17:20-21, Rom. 6:17-18; 1 Cor. 4:6; 2 Tim. 1:13)? Then leave.
- Have a problem with viewing the Bible as the Word of God and thus authoritative in all matters of
faith and religion (2 Tim. 3:16-17)? Then leave.
| love the distinguishing characteristics of the bride of Christ. | love her for who she is, not for who | may
want her to be. | love her just as | find her in the New Testament. Who am | to place my opinions
and ideas above the simple teachings of the New Testament?

I do not want to bite the hand that feeds me.
| am guilty of sin (Rom. 3:23), and deserve death (Isa. 59:1-2; Rom. 6:23). Because of His love, God has
offered me salvation (Eph. 2:8-10). By His grace, has placed me in His church (Acts 2:38, 47).
The church is the vessel of the saved (Col. 1:13). | cannot be saved outside of the church.
When | attack the church - my only hope for salvation - | attack the very gracious hand of
God. There is a word for this: stupid.

- Ben Giselbach (plainsimplefaith.com)
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A ONE DAY LECTURESHP BROUGHT TO YOU BY THE SCHEDULE Of E£VENTS:
9AM - SNGING/REGISTRATION
WARM SPRNGS RD -

CHUPCH OF CHPBT "LOVE YOUR ENEMES"

IO:30AM - KETH DIXON

4765 WARM SPRINGS RD. COLUMUBUS, GA 3909 “LOVE YOUR FAMLY"
706-563-3060 IPM - SNGNG
WWWWSRCOCCOM I30OPM - BOBBY GAYTON
"LOVE YOUR SELF"
MEMORY VERSE

‘Now the first day of the week Mary Magdalene went to the tomb early, while it was

still dark, and saw that the stone had been taken away from the tomb." - John 20:1
(NKJV)

PERSONAL NOTES
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